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March 1976 
Viral Disea ses in Childhood, Sidney Suss mann , 
M.D. Audiovisual Seminars in Pediatrics. W. 
B. Saunders Company, Philadelphia , 1975. 
Viml Diseases in Childhood, a visual aid. by 
Dr. Sidney Sussman provides a straightforward 
presentation of the clinical aspects of certain viral 
infections in chi1dhood. This educational package 
incorporates an audiotape description which is 
coordinated with illustrations on film strips; 
printed tables and ca ptions for the illustrations are 
in an accompanying booklet. The total listening 
time for the audiotape is two hours . Although the 
title suggests an all-encompassing approach to 
viral infections of childhood. the subject mauer is 
limited to 15 topics including cal scratch disease. 
CMV infections. hepatitis. Herpesvirus hom inis, 
infect ious mononucleosis. poliomyelitis. roseola in-
fantum. rubella. rubeola. vaccinia. varicella (in -
cluding herpes zoster). molluscum conlagiosum, 
verruca vulgariS. and condyloma acuminatum . 
There is no discussion of the common respiratory 
virus infect ions. t he enterovirus sy ndromes other 
than polio. or the recently appreciated gastroenter-
itis agents. Obviously. the topics included are 
those readily illustrated by color slides. 
As now constructed . this multimedia presenta-
tion would be most useful as a self-instructional 
package for medical. nurse pra(:tilioner. or physi-
cia n (pediatric) assistant students. MOSI student s 
in these categ-ories ma~f have relati vely short rOla -
tions on pedia tric services. and would have limited 
opportunities to see firsthand the clinical mat.erial 
included in the package. The increasing use of 
REVIEWS 197 
vaccines for some of the diseases such as rubeola 
and mumps further diminishes the chance for 
clinical exposure. For busy clinicians or a clinical 
teachi.ng service the package would be more useful 
if the audiotapes and film strips were cross-
indexed with the booklet to allow the user to locate 
easily the material on a particular topic. 
The package includes illustrations of some non-
viral conditions which would enter into the differ-
ential diagnosis of the viral infections presented. 
The material. however. is not comprehensive and 
would not serve as an in-depth reference. The 
approach of the author is to assist students in the 
recognition by physical diagnosis of the specified 
infections : oLher aspects of the diseases such as 
pathogenesis. laboratory diagnosis, management, 
and prevention are only partially covered . 
W. Paul Glezen, M.D . 
Houston, Texas 
Audiovisual Aids Received 
The following audiovisual aids have been re-
ceived and will be reviewed in a subsequent issue: 
Every Body's Skin Makes Everybody Kin-
American Alliance for Health, Physical Educa-
tion and Recreation, and American Academy (l 
Dermatology: 
ParI I. Appearance 
Part 2. Sensation and Feeling 
Part 3. Protection 
Part 4. Impetig o 
